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NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 

Kants Erkenntnisstheorie und seine Stellung zur Metaphysik. Eine 
Einfiihrung in das Studium von Kants Kritik der reinen Vernunft. Von 
Dr. Max Apel. Berlin, Mayer & Miiller, 1895. — pp. 147. 

It is difficult to say from what standpoint the author intends his work to 
be estimated, whether as an ' introduction ' for the novice in the study of 
Kant, or as an attempt to find in the intellectuelle Anschauung a suggestive 
point of view from which to survey and criticise the Kantian epistemology. 
Regarded as an introduction, it presupposes too much, and is too frag- 
mentary ; regarded as a contribution of special research, it contains too 
much repetition of familiar material. The most suggestive part of the 
essay is that dealing with the conception of the intellectuelle Anschauung, 
and the author's thesis is that this is the fundamental, though not the 
central conception of the Critique. For the problem of epistemology is the 
question as to the validity of our thought. " To decide this question, to 
determine the relation of our thought to objective existence, we must 
employ as a criterion the conception of absolute truth, of the agreement of 
idea and object, of thought and existence," and this is the rdle played by 
the ' intellectual perception.' But this conception appears in Kant under 
three different aspects or in three successive stages, representing the suc- 
cessive standards of criticism by which our own mind with its two sides of 
receptivity and spontaneity must be judged. First, in 1770 and also later, 
Kant uses the conception of an intellectual perception which receives its 
content in non-sensuous fashion, not through forms of space and time. 
But this is inadequate for characterizing our spontaneity ; and the concep- 
tion of an intellectus archetypus, which is absolutely spontaneous, and 
creates its content, or rather for which there is no distinction between idea 
and reality, is introduced. This at first might seem to allow us to regard 
our own intellect as sustaining a relation to phenomena parallel to that of 
the divine mind to the things-in-themselves, but strictly speaking it is only 
in the single act in which we think ' I ' that there is no trans-subjective 
reference {Meinen). All our Vorstellungen have this Meinen and are 
therefore incapable of being regarded as absolute knowledge. The Re- 
fiexionen are utilized to show various transitional phases of the problem, 
and some of the German literature is cited, but no reference is made to 
Caird's extended discussions of the subject. I u tufts 



